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Kindergarten Readiness:
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Highlighted knowledge and skills in 
learning foundations, English Language 

Arts, and Mathematics, deemed as 
most essential for student success in 

learning – upon entering kindergarten



Kindergarten Readiness:
Knowledge and Skills
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Multi-dimensional Approach:
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a) Identify and support future students who may have developmental 
delays/challenges and provide their families with access to community 
and district resources

b) Provide families throughout the community with information and 
examples about kindergarten readiness experiences they can facilitate 
with their children at home and in the community

c) Partner with local daycares and preschools to allow us greater access to   
zero to five families and to involve daycare staffs in district-provided 
professional development 

d) Partner with local community organizations to support our outreach 
efforts around kindergarten readiness 



Griffin-Spalding County School System

Purpose - To identify, prioritize, and address the needs of children from 
birth to age five, to support their growth and development towards successful 
preparation for Kindergarten

Objectives
• Objective 1: Using research-based developmentally appropriate learning 

experiences, support children from ages zero to five to become prepared to 
demonstrate Kindergarten readiness upon entering GSCS schools.

• Objective 2: To identify zero to five children with developmental challenges, 
and support their families to secure community resources to address those 
challenges   prior to enrolling in GSCS schools.

• Objective 3: To partner with local daycares and preschools to align our 
efforts of supporting zero to five children’s early development and 
preparation for success in school.
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Griffin-Spalding County School System

Goals
• Goal 1: By August 2021, at least 80% of incoming Kindergartners will 

exceed/demonstrate understanding with the 20 skills identified in 
the Kindergarten Readiness Assessment

• Goal 2: By May 2022, at least 90% of kindergartners will 
meet/surpass end of year grade-level norms in Reading and Math as 
measured by the MAP assessment

• Goal 3: By May 2022, at least 90% of kindergartners will 
meet/surpass end of year grade-level reading expectations as 
measured by the Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System 
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Griffin-Spalding County School System

Goals Update 
• Goal 1: By August 2021, Kindergartners will exceed/demonstrate readiness within the 3 

domains (20 skills) of the Kindergarten Readiness Assessment, by an average of 80%. 

• Fall 2020

• Data Pending due to Incomplete Administration as a Result of COVID-19 Pandemic

• Fall 2019 (733 students)

• Foundations of Success: 49% exceeded/demonstrated kindergarten readiness

• Math: 46% exceeded/demonstrated kindergarten readiness

• English Language Arts: 55% exceeded/demonstrated kindergarten readiness

• Fall 2018 (768 students) (Zero to Five Baseline Year)

• Foundations of Success: 37% exceeded/demonstrated kindergarten readiness

• Math: 43% exceeded/demonstrated kindergarten readiness

• English Language Arts: 40% exceeded/demonstrated kindergarten readiness
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Griffin-Spalding County School System

Goals Update 
• Goal 2: By May 2022, at least 90% of kindergartners will meet/surpass end of 

year grade-level norms in Reading and Math as measured by the MAP 
assessment

• Spring 2020

• Data Unavailable Due to No Administration as a Result of COVID-19 Pandemic 

• Winter 2020

• MAP Math: 43% At/Above Grade-level Norm (Fall 2019- 25% At/Above Norm)

• MAP Reading: 39% At/Above Grade-level Norm (Fall 2019- 25% At/Above Norm)

• Spring 2019 (Zero to Five Baseline Year)

• MAP Math: 59% At/Above Grade-level Norm (Fall 2018- 21% At/Above Norm)

• MAP Reading: 56% At/Above Grade-level Norm (Fall 2018- 25% At/Above Norm)

• Spring 2018:

• MAP Math: 59% At/Above Grade-level Norm (Fall 2017- 19% At/Above Norm)

• MAP Reading: 52% At/Above Grade-level Norm (Fall 2017- 30% At/Above Norm)
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Griffin-Spalding County School System

Goals Update 
• Goal 3: By May 2022, at least 90% of kindergartners will 

meet/surpass end of year grade-level reading expectations as 
measured by the Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System

• Spring 2020 

• Data Unavailable due to No Administration as a Result of COVID-19 Pandemic  

• Winter 2020

• Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment: 71% met/surpassed grade-level 
performance 

• Spring 2019 (Zero to Five Baseline Year)

• Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment: 55% met/surpassed grade-level 
performance 

• Spring 2018

• Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment: 54% met/surpassed grade-level 
performance 
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GSCS-Faith Leaders Summit                                                     
on Kindergarten Readiness
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Zero to Five Initiative 
GSCS-Faith Leaders Summit                                                      
on Kindergarten Readiness
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October 22, 2019- 9:00am
• To engage Spalding County’s faith leaders in dialogue around 

our Kindergarten Readiness efforts
• To solicit faith leaders’ input on how we can enhance and 

broaden the impact of our efforts
• To solicit faith leaders’ assistance to share our Kindergarten 

Readiness resources and materials with their congregations 
• To strengthen our long term partnership with Spalding 

County’s faith leaders around Kindergarten Readiness and Zero 
to Five Initiative efforts 



Zero to Five Initiative 
Developmental Booklets for Kindergarten Readiness
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http://www.spalding.k12.ga.us/documents/Depar
tments/Elementary%20Education%20Department/
Zero%20to%20Five%20Booklet%20-
%20English%20Version.pdf

http://www.spalding.k12.ga.us/documents/Departments/Elementary%20Education%20Department/Zero%20to%20Five%20Booklet%20-%20English%20Version.pdf


Zero to Five Initiative Website
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www.TinyURL.com/GSCSZeroToFive

http://www.tinyurl.com/GSCSZeroToFive


Zero to Five - QR Codes Links                                         
Kindergarten Readiness Home Activities/Videos
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http://www.spalding.k12.ga.us/documents/Kinder
garten%20Readiness%20Home%20Activities%20an
d%20Video%20Links-QR%20Codes%20-002-.pdf

http://www.spalding.k12.ga.us/documents/Kindergarten%20Readiness%20Home%20Activities%20and%20Video%20Links-QR%20Codes%20-002-.pdf
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Quarterly Newsletter 
for Families 



Family Outreach at Local Daycares
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Family Outreach at Local Daycares
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Family Outreach at Local Daycares
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Trainings for Daycare Staffs
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Trainings for Daycare Staffs



7/18/2017

Zero to Five Initiative 
• Big Takeaways We’ve Learned Thus Far:

• No idea is too small to consider for broadening the 
message of early literacy and kindergarten readiness 

• Consider every opportunity to place helpful 
resources/materials in the hands of our target families

• Community partnerships with the school system should 
have the mission defined by the school system

• The school system should create the roadmap for how 
community partners can support 

• Brand recognition is a helpful tool in reminding our 
stakeholders about the importance of the program

• External stakeholders are inclined to want to support the 
school system- we need to figure out how and what to ask 
for
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7/18/2017

Zero to Five Initiative 
• What’s Next for Zero To Five Initiative?

• Continue to publish and promote Kindergarten Readiness resources                             
via: www.TinyURL.com/GSCSZeroToFive

• Continue to publish and promote quarterly newsletter for 
parents/guardians: Zero to Five Messenger

• Continue to provide WellStar Spalding Regional Hospital with printed 
developmental booklets for the families of newborns

• Continue to host professional development experiences for local daycare 
staffs

• Continue to host dialogue events with local community organizations and 
faith centers

• Provide printed developmental booklets for other entities’ stakeholders 
upon request 

• Parent education workshop, in conjunction with Ferst Foundation: March 2021
• When public health conditions permit:

• Resume child screening (for developmental delays) events
• Resume community event participation
• Resume staff visits to local daycares

• Other ideas/input/recommendations? 

22

http://www.tinyurl.com/GSCSZeroToFive


Griffin-Spalding County School System
Zero to Five Initiative – Some Upcoming Events
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7/18/2017

Zero to Five Initiative 
• Discussion Topics:

• Discussion Topic #1: Do you have recommendations on how we can change 
or adapt our Zero to Five Initiative efforts, in response to the COVID-19 
pandemic?

• Discussion Topic #2: Do you have recommendations for how we can enhance 
our efforts to promote kindergarten readiness resources, directly for our local 
families with young children? 

• Discussion Topic #3: Do you have recommendations for how we can increase 
our partnership with your organization, and others, to expand the reach of 
our Zero to Five Initiative resources and information?

• Discussion Topic #4: Do you have any additional feedback for us to consider 
as we seek to achieve our Zero to Five Initiative objectives, now and into the 
future? 
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Zero to Five Initiative
Dr. Norman C. Sauce III; Executive Director of Elementary Education 

Norman.Sauce@gscs.org

www.Twitter.com/DrNormanCSauce3

Dr. Chris Bearden; Coordinator of Pre-K and Title III Programs 

Chris.Bearden@gscs.org

www.Twitter.com/LFBearden99

770-229-3710; Ext. 10395
www.tinyurl.com/GSCSZeroToFive
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